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The COVID pandemic is different from last year. In Fayette County, more than 75% of all 
people age 60 and older are fully vaccinated against COVID. High vaccination rates among this 
population have driven the virus to spread among the younger, less-vaccinated population – 
including those age 11 and younger who cannot be vaccinated yet. Vaccination rates in Fayette 
County are now at 39% of age eligible individuals, we are seeing a slight increase in vaccine 
interest over the last several weeks.  Our vaccination rates for our age eligible 12-19 years old’s is 
currently 10%. 

 

School Mask Policies. The evidence supporting the effectiveness of vaccines and masks is 
overwhelming. While other protective actions such as distancing, ventilation, and regular cleaning 
are important, they all pale in comparison to the impact vaccines and masks can have to prevent 
disease and keep students and staff in school. COVID vaccines represent a stunning advancement in 
modern medicine. Fayette County Public Health is proud to offer safe and effective COVID vaccine 
to anyone who wants to receive it. When vaccine becomes available to those age 11 and younger, we 
will offer to conduct voluntary vaccine clinics at the schools in addition to our operations at our 
office. Masks reduced transmission and helped keep students in school last year. Ideally all students 
and staff in schools should wear a mask regardless of vaccination status as recommended by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). 
Masks work best when everyone wears them. 

 

Fayette County Public Health strongly urges schools to adopt all of the CDC, AAP, and the 
Ohio Department of Health recommendations for schools this year including universal 
masking.  Currently, Fayette County School Districts plan to start with the recommendation to mask 
in K-12 schools, but no schools will be mandating mask use at this time.  FCPH strongly feels masks 
are a proven method to limit transmission of COVID-19 and, besides vaccine, are the best tools to 
keep everyone in school as much as possible. It is important for parents to keep in mind that things 
may change quickly, and we may be forced to implement a stricter mask policy, event 
postponements and possibly other prevention measures if needed in the future. Our goal is to keep 
students in the classroom as safely as possible while reducing the spread of disease in our 
community. FCPH will continue to monitor our cases closely and continue to work with our local 
school districts in a supportive manner. As always please keep your child home if they are sick and 
seek medical care.  Staying home when sick helps reduce transmission of illnesses including 
COVID-19. 



 

 
COVID-19 Update 

 
• The COVID-19 delta variant is currently the predominant strain in Ohio. 

o Data shows that Delta is much different than past versions of the COVID-19 virus: it is 
much more contagious. 

o The delta variant is 50% more contagious than the alpha variant, which is itself 50% 
more contagious than the original COVID virus from early 2020. 

o Some vaccinated people can still get Delta in a breakthrough infection and may be 
contagious. 

o Even so, vaccinated individuals represent a very small amount of transmission 
occurring around the country. 

 
 
 

• COVID-19 vaccination is our most effective strategy to prevent infection and severe disease. 
o Virtually all hospitalizations and deaths continue to be among the unvaccinated. 
o To find a local vaccination provider, please visit our website here: 

http://faycohd.org/c19vaccination/#providers 
 
 

 
• In areas with substantial and high transmission, CDC recommends that everyone (including 

fully vaccinated individuals) wear a mask in public indoor settings to help prevent spread of 
Delta and protect others. 

 
 
 

Resources 
 
• Fayette County Public Health – faycohd.org 
• Ohio Department of Health – coronavirus.ohio.gov 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019- 

ncov/index.ht 



ADDITIONAL PROTECTIVE FACTORS 
Physical 
Distancing 

Maintain as much distance between students and staff as physical infrastructure 
will allow. Physical distancing is not as critical when masking is implemented. 
Three feet of distance between students, combined with masks, is required to 
permit exposed students to “break quarantine” to attend school. 

Ventilation & 
Air Flow 

Within the scope of and compliance with school safety plans, mix as much outside 
air into buildings and buses (i.e., open doors and windows) while working to 
maintain a reasonably comfortable indoor environment. Within system design 
capabilities, set HVAC systems to bring in the maximum amount of outside air. 
Actively work to improve central air filtration by increasing air filtration to as high 
as possible (MERV 13 or 14). Operate ventilation systems and exhaust fans 
continuously 24 hours a day, 7 days a week whenever possible. 

Symptoms & 
Testing 

Staff and students should check themselves for all COVID symptoms each day
before coming to school. Staff or students should not enter school if they 
1) have a symptom of COVID (especially those who are unvaccinated), 2) have a 
household member that is a confirmed case, or 3) are themselves quarantined as 
a contact of a case who has tested positive for COVID. Students who develop 
symptoms at school should wear a surgical mask, be separated from other 
students, and be picked up within 1 hour of notification to the parent or guardian. 
Anyone who experiences symptoms of COVID should immediately seek testing 
from a healthcare provider or through a proctored, verifiable at-home test kit. 

Cleaning & 
Disinfection 

Clean and disinfect surfaces at least once a day. If a school has had a sick person
or someone who tests positive for COVID, deep clean and disinfect the spaces the 
person occupied within the last 24 hours. 

Hand Hygiene & 
Respiratory 
Etiquette 

Teach and reinforce handwashing and respiratory etiquette (covering all coughs 
and sneezes) to keep from spreading infectious illnesses such as COVID. Provide 
hand sanitizer in all rooms and in high-touch and high-flow areas. 

Contact Tracing Maintain lists of students and seating arrangements in classrooms and 
lunchrooms. Encourage cohorting in small pods wherever possible. Work with 
FCPH to identify students and staff who may have been in close contact with a 
positive case. (refer to the Case, Contact, Isolation, and Quarantine Guidance 
document for additional details on contact tracing and return-to-school procedures) 

Higher Risk 
Activities: 
Meals, Music, 
Sports, Theater, 
Drama, Physical 
Education, & 
Assemblies 

Conduct higher risk activities such as eating, music/choir/band, sports, theater 
and drama practice, physical education, and gatherings/assemblies outdoors 
whenever weather permits. When indoors, use the largest room possible and mix 
in the greatest amount of outside air as feasible. Use bell covers, instrument socks, 
and wear multi-layer masks for indoor music/choir/band. Physical distancing of at 
least 6 feet between members of different households should be maintained 
whenever possible during higher risk activities. 



Guidelines for Quarantine After Exposure in K-12 Classroom Settings 
This chart can help guide quarantine decisions after a student or adult contact is exposed to someone with COVID-19 in the classroom setting. 

 
 

Does the school have ALL of the following in the place?* 
1. Masking for students and staff (regardless of vaccination status).** 
2. Strategies to maximize physical distancing (at least 3 feet between desks). 
3. Documented COVID-19 prevention policies and procedures (identification of individuals 

experiencing symptoms, strategies to increase ventilation, protocols for cleaning, etc.). 
 
 

No 
Is the contact vaccinated? 

Yes 

 

 

No  Yes 
 
 

Did contact consistently wear a mask? 
 
 

 
No  Yes 

 
 
 
 

Contact should: 

Follow normal quarantine procedures, as outlined 
below. 

 

They should not attend in-person school. They 
should not participate in sports or extracurricular 
activities. 

 

They can return to normal classroom and 
extracurricular activities after 7 days if they have 
received a negative viral (PCR or antigen) test that 
was performed at least 5 days after exposure. 

 

If they test positive, they should isolate for at least 
10 days from the date of the positive test. 

 
Contact should: 

Wear a mask indoors, as much as possible, either for 14 days or until 
they receive a negative viral (PCR or antigen) test performed 3-5 days 
after exposure. 
 

Vaccinated individuals can remain in the normal in-person classroom 
setting and participate in extracurricular and sport activities as long as 
they have no symptoms. 
 

If they test positive, they should isolate for at least 10 days from the date 
of the positive test. 
 

 
Contact should: 

Wear a mask indoors, as much as possible, either for 14 days or until 7 
days if they receive a negative viral (PCR or antigen) test performed at 
least 5 days after exposure. 
 

They can remain in the normal in-classroom setting and participate in 
extracurricular and sport activities as long as they have no symptoms. 
 

If they test positive, they should isolate for at least 10 days from the date 
of the positive test. 

 

 
Individuals can safely remain in the 
normal in-person classroom setting 
and participate in extracurricular and 
sport activities as long as they have no 
symptoms. 

 

 



*This flowchart applies only to COVID-19 exposures that occurred within a K-12 classroom setting. It is not applicable to exposure in the community, extracurricular, or sports environment. 
**The person who tested positive for COVID-19 should follow standard isolation procedures. 


